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An abandoned alternative 
school in Pompano Beach could 
get a new life as a!ordable hous-
ing for Broward’s teachers.

The school district wants to 
create workforce housing for 
district employees at the 2.8-acre 
site of Dave Thomas East Educa-
tion Center, which is at 180 SW 2nd 
St. in Pompano Beach. The school 
closed in 2021 for repairs but was 
permanently boarded up in 2022 
“due to significant structural 
defects that would be cost-ine!ec-
tive to repair the facility,” accord-
ing to a district document.

Now, the site could become part 
of the city’s downtown redevelop-
ment e!orts. Pompano Beach has 
a $2 billion plan to create a pedes-
trian-friendly area at Dixie High-
way and Atlantic Boulevard with 
shops, residences, o"ces, a hotel, 
restaurants, a new City Hall, a 
new civic center and a 600-acre 

Old school 
site could 
soon become 
teachers’ 
housing

Turn to Housing, Page 7

By David Lyons 
South Florida Sun Sentinel

For Eric Weinbaum, the last 
straw for his family was the Iranian 
ballistic missile that destroyed a 
building near his family’s Airbnb 
in Tel Aviv.

“We left early Tuesday morn-

ing at 6 a.m., taking a van to the 
Sheikh Hussein crossing in north-
ern Israel,” he told the South Flor-
ida Sun Sentinel. “Once we crossed 
into Jordan, we took another van 
to Amman. From there, we flew 
to Istanbul, then to JFK (Inter-
national Airport), and finally 
into Palm Beach (International) 

Airport — about 40 hours of travel, 
door to door.”

“What made it truly surreal, 
though, was watching missiles 
fly overhead near the Jordanian 
border crossing, and again around 
2 a.m.,” he said. “While we sat 
aboard a Royal Jordanian flight 
preparing to depart for Istanbul, 

we could see the missiles coming 
overhead towards Jerusalem, 
and the Iron Dome intercepting 
missiles o! in the distance.”

Weinbaum and his wife, son 
and son’s fiancee arrived in Israel 
on June 12 from their Boca Raton 
home for his daughter’s wedding.

“We arrived in Tel Aviv … to calm 
skies and peaceful days, but things 
quickly spiraled into panic,” he 

said. “That’s what ultimately led 
us to make the decision to exit 
through Jordan.”

The family did so on their own, 
not with the help of any special-
ized evacuation organization, the 
state of Florida, Israel or the U.S. 
Government. From a logistical 
standpoint, they had an advantage 

Israel evacuees find ways to get home
Many rely on Florida or private groups led by vets, ex-spies or former diplomats

By Anthony Man 
South Florida Sun Sentinel

Could things finally be looking 
up for Florida Democrats?

They have candidates — with 
experience on the ballot in 
high-profile elections — running 
for the top jobs in 2026, governor 
and U.S. Senate.

They vastly improved their 
performance in five special elec-
tions this year for Congress and 
state Legislature.

And the party faithful are fired 
up, with activists enraged and 
engaged by President Donald 
Trump.

“We will elect Democrats up and 
down the ballot,” state party Chair 
Nikki Fried declared in a recent 
speech. “And we will be, once 
again, a beacon of light and hope, 
not just for the South, but for the 
entire country.”

It’s a message she’s certain to 
repeat on Saturday as party activ-
ists, elected officials and politi-
cal donors from around the state 
convene at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood 
for the Florida Democratic Party’s 

Dreaming 
big, Florida 
Democrats 
see path  
to winning

By Abigail Hasebroock  
and Lauren Brensel 
South Florida Sun Sentinel

A t an Alina penthouse in Boca Raton, 
a couple could shower in the same 
space under two separate shower 

heads, avoiding the need to share water.
Or they could live nearly entirely separate 

lives with their own rooms, bathrooms and 
plenty of space in between if they opted to 
buy one of the Alina residences, which sell 
for millions.

Matthew Jeffries, the CEO of El-Ad 
National Properties, which is the developer 
representing Alina, got requests from buyers 
wishing to customize their units, including 
moving bathrooms and installing some sort 
of barrier inside the shower. Even the scents 
inside the residences have been specifically 
curated.

A lot of people really just wanted lots of 
storage and closet space, he said. So in many 
of the rooms, the closets alone are larger 
than some studio apartments.

Alina’s spot in the city at 200 SE Mizner 
Blvd. drew many people in, too, Je!ries said, 
including locals, northeasterners and even 
people from California and Canada.

“We noticed that Boca was very attracted 
to what we were o!ering because of the 

Meeting 
high-end 
demand

Top: El-Ad National Properties CEO Matthew 
Je!ries stands in the lobby at Alina, a new 
condominium complex in Boca Raton. El-Ad 
is the developer behind Alina. Left: An aerial 
view of Alina. MIKE STOCKER/SOUTH FLORIDA 
SUN SENTINEL PHOTOS

Alina: Boca Raton’s new luxury residences aim to satisfy 
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By Jamey Keaten 
Associated Press

GENEVA — A meeting between 
Iran’s foreign minister and top 
European diplomats Friday 
yielded hopes of further talks 
but no indication of any imme-
diate concrete breakthrough, a 

week after the crisis centered 
on the Iranian nuclear program 
erupted into war between Israel 
and Tehran.

Foreign ministers from Brit-
ain, France and Germany, as well 
as the European Union’s foreign 
policy chief, emerged from talks 
at a Geneva hotel about 3 ½ hours 

after Iran’s Abbas Araghchi 
arrived for the meeting.

It was the first face-to-face 
meeting between Western and 
Iranian o"cials since the start of 
the conflict.

Before flying to Switzerland, 
Aragachi rejected nuclear nego-
tiations with the U.S. while Israel 
continues to attack. 

Dozens of Israeli warplanes 

struck targets across Iran early 
Friday, including industrial sites 
in the north, missile storage and 
launchers in the west and the 
headquarters of an advanced 
research institute in Tehran, 
known by its acronym SPND.

Iranian state media reported 
explosions from Israeli strikes in 

Europe allies meet with Iran envoy
Hope seen for talks even as rivals exchange strikes

Turn to Iran, Page 2
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an industrial area of Rasht, along 
the coast of the Caspian Sea. 

Several of the roughly three 
dozen missiles that Israel said Iran 
fired Friday slipped through the 
country’s vaunted aerial defense 
system, setting o! air-raid sirens 
across the country and sending 
shrapnel flying into a residential 
area in the southern city of Beer-
sheba.

In northern Israel, a projectile 
fell in downtown Haifa, wound-
ing at least 31 people, according 
to the city’s Rambam Medical 
Center. Black smoke rose over the 
city’s main port. The windows and 
walls of several buildings, includ-
ing a mosque, were blown out by 
the blast.

After the talks ended Friday 
in Geneva, the three European 
nations and the EU issued a joint 
written statement saying that 
they “discussed avenues towards 
a negotiated solution to Iran’s 
nuclear program.”

They reiterated their concerns 
about the “expansion” of the 
nuclear program, adding that it 
has “no credible civilian purpose.”

“The good result today is 
that we leave the room with the 
impression that the Iranian side is 
fundamentally ready to continue 
talking about all important issues,” 
German Foreign Minister Johann 
Wadephul said, adding both sides 
had held “very serious talks.”

British Foreign Secretary David 
Lammy said: “We are keen to 
continue ongoing discussions and 
negotiations with Iran, and we 
urge Iran to continue their talks 
with the United States.” 

He added that “we were clear: 
Iran cannot have a nuclear 
weapon.”

In a separate statement, Lammy 
stressed that the aim of Europe 
and the U.S. was that Iran should 
stop all uranium enrichment. He 
said that “there can be discussions 
about the energy needs of Iran” but 
added that “zero enrichment is the 
starting point.”

Lammy told British media 
outlets that there is “a window of 
within two weeks where we can 

see a diplomatic solution,” and 
urged Iran “to take that o! ramp.”

“Military operations can slow 
Iran’s nuclear program but in no 
way can they eliminate it, said 
French Foreign Minister Jean-
Noël Barrot. “We know well — 
after having seen what happened 
in Afghanistan, in Iraq, in Libya — 
how illusory and dangerous it is 
to want to impose regime change 
from outside.”

The French foreign minister 
explained that in discussions with 
Iran, Foreign Minister Aragh-
chi agreed “to put all the issues 
on the table including some that 
weren’t there before” and “showed 
his disposition to continuing the 
conversation — that we started 
today — and for the Europeans to 
help facilitate, including with the 
United States.”

EU foreign policy chief Kaja 
Kallas said “we agreed that we will 
discuss nuclear but also broader 
issues that we have, and keep the 
discussions open.”

Iran’s Araghchi also addressed 
reporters outside the meeting 
venue after the talks ended. 

He expressed support for “a 
continuation of discussions with 
the E3 and the EU and expressed 
his readiness to meet again in the 
near future.” He also denounced 
Israel’s attacks against nuclear 
facilities in Iran and expressed 
“grave concern” on what he called 

“non-condemnation” by European 
nations.

President Donald Trump is 
weighing whether to attack Iran 
by striking its well-defended 
Fordo uranium enrichment facil-
ity, which is buried under a moun-
tain and widely considered to be 
out of reach of all but America’s 
“bunker-buster” bombs. He said 
Thursday that he’ll decide within 
two weeks whether the U.S. mili-
tary will get directly involved in the 
war given the “substantial chance” 
for renewed negotiations over 
Tehran’s nuclear program.

Iran has long insisted its nuclear 
program is peaceful, though it was 
the only non-nuclear-armed state 
to enrich uranium up to 60%, a 
short, technical step away from 
weapons-grade levels of 90%. 

Asked about Iran developing 
civilian nuclear plants for energy, 
Trump was skeptical.

“You’re sitting on one of the larg-
est oil piles anywhere in the world,” 
he said Friday. “It’s a little bit hard 
to see why you’d need that.”

Meanwhile, President Vladi-
mir Putin said Friday that he has 
secured Israel’s pledge to safe-
guard Russian personnel at Iran’s 
Russia-built nuclear power plant 
and that he has reached out to both 
sides to try to end the week-old 
war, proposing “some ideas” for a 
possible settlement between Iran 
and Israel.

Iran
from Page 1

location, and it’s 9 acres of 
prime downtown,” he said while 
standing inside the lobby of one 
of the three Alina buildings, 
surrounded by what the build-
ing’s architect — Garcia Strom-
berg — describes as undulating 
sculptures.

The Alina is one of the latest 
residential projects to be 
completed in Boca Raton, further 
cushioning the city’s luxury 
market and quenching an appar-
ent insatiable hunger for high-
end living.

About half of a mile away from 
the Alina is the Glass House 
luxury residential project, 
currently under construction. 
This 10-story building at 280 E. 
Palmetto Park Road is classified 
as Boca Raton’s first modern glass 
building, and exclusivity will be 
one of its defining markers with 
less than 30 available units.

And then there is the Manda-
rin Oriental Hotel and Resi-
dences at the intersection of 
East Camino Real and Federal 
Highway, billed as a $1.5 billion 
“ultra-luxury” project reeling in 
local and northeastern United 
States buyers, though significant 
delays have led to the project still 
being under construction.

“Boca is experiencing a pretty 
good pace right now. … We 
haven’t experienced this amount 
of new construction in Boca in a 
while,” said Geo! Braboy, a real 
estate adviser with Compass, 
who specializes in luxury homes, 
waterfront estates and invest-
ment properties in Boca Raton, 
Delray Beach and Highland 
Beach.

And beyond the residential 
world, o"ce space also continues 
to gain momentum. Boca Raton’s 
o"ce leasing activity was higher 
than any other city in Palm Beach 
County in 2022 and 2023. And 
to incentivize in-person work 
that’s following suit, emerging 
are Class-A office spaces with 
glitzy amenities, such as the 
Aletto project along Palmetto 
Park Road, an o"ce and rooftop 
dining concept.

“The Boca bubble is so strong,” 
Braboy said. “High net-worth 
buyers from states like New 
York, California, the northeast 
and abroad, they’re drawn by the 
lifestyle, and then also by the tax 
benefits.”

People want access to a “resort 
style, easy living,” Braboy said, and 
shelling out millions for a residence 
in the downtown Boca Raton corri-
dor could guarantee that.

Jeffries said many of the 
Alina buyers moved from gated 
communities in the west for a 
more “maintenance-free” life-
style and the ability to “lock and 
leave” as so many South Florida 
snowbirds do.

“This wave of new develop-
ment, it’s really given Boca a 
once-in-a-generation opportunity 
to kind of rebrand itself from a great 
place to retire, but now it’s one of the 
most desirable luxury markets in 
the country,” Braboy said.

Where then does that leave the 
“average” buyer?

“For people that aren’t look-
ing for luxury, but they want to 
get into Boca for great public 
schools or just a lifestyle that 
it provides, it’s still accessible, 
but it’s certainly competitive,” 
Braboy said.

Boca Raton Mayor Scott Singer 
called the city a “unique slice of 
paradise.”

Singer deems Boca Raton as 
such because city o"cials aim 
for measured growth — for exam-
ple, Singer pointed out how the 
Alina was built at, not more than, 
the city’s maximum height limit. 
Some residents, though, have 
balked at some of the projects 
moving through the city process, 
with the most recent example 
being the opposition to the city’s 
government campus plan, which 
will bring nearly 1,000 new resi-
dences, office space, shops, 
restaurants, public gathering 
spaces and more to the area near 
the Brightline station.

Still, Singer believes that prog-
ress is being made “gradually, 
responsibly and with direction.”

“While other cities have seen 
skyscrapers go up and up, we’re 
still relatively modest, and you 
can see plenty of sky all around,” 
Singer said.

Alina
from Page 1

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi speaks Friday at the U.N. in Geneva. 
He also spoke with the foreign ministers of Britain, France and Germany as 
well as the EU’s foreign policy chief about the conflict with Israel. MARTIAL 
TREZZINI/KEYSTONE
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