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Palm Beach County voters will decide in November
whether to raise property taxes in order to build more
a!ordable housing for middle-class workers such as
teachers and "re"ghters.

But unlike many county referendums, this one
wasn’t conceived and recommended by county govern-
ment administrators.

Instead, it was proposed and designed by a housing
advocacy group run in large part by developers and

business leaders.
While recommending a property tax increase, the

group quietly ruled out other ways to pay for workforce
housing projects that would directly impact developers
or other businesses. 

Doing so has kept, for now, those alternatives o! the
agenda of the County Commission, underscoring the
outsize role the real estate industry and business lead-
ers have had in steering the county’s e!orts to address
the housing crisis.

The group, an o!shoot of the Housing Leadership

Council of Palm Beach County, persuaded a majority of
county commissioners that the best way to help allevi-
ate a worsening housing crisis was to create a $200 mil-
lion pot of money to spur the building of more moder-
ately priced housing.

The hope, supporters say, is that money can be used
to help o!set the cost of developers building homes and
selling or renting them at discounted prices.

Creating as many as 20,000 moderately priced
homes over the next decade would provide a!ordable
housing to thousands of workers and their families
while easing some of the upward pressure on other 

Builder-backed group pushed for tax
Developers o! hook as PBC faces vote on hike for a!ordable housing 
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FORT MYERS – With a death toll nearing three doz-
en, rescuers searched on Saturday for survivors among
the Florida homes ruined by Hurricane Ian, while au-
thorities in South Carolina began assessing damage
from the powerful storm’s strike there as stunned resi-
dents began the painstaking task of surveying their
losses.

Ian, one of the strongest hurricanes ever to hit the
U.S., terrorized millions of people for most of the week,
battering western Cuba before raking across Florida
from the warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico to the At-
lantic Ocean, where it mustered enough strength for a
"nal assault on South Carolina. The storm was expect-
ed to weaken through the day as it moves across the
mid-Atlantic.

At least 34 people were con"rmed dead, including
27 people in Florida mostly from drowning but others
from the storm’s tragic aftere!ects. An elderly couple
died after their oxygen machines shut o! when they
lost power, authorities said. Four more deaths were re-
ported in North Carolina and three last week in Cuba.

As of Saturday, more than 1,000 people had been 

‘Wild’ Ian
continues
catastrophic
sweep in SC
Meg Kinnard and Adriana Gomez Licon 
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Hurricane Ian was a collision of every ingredient
needed to build a leviathan storm of record magni-
tude.

But there was one variable — a capricious event in
the raucous center of the cyclone — that compounded
the rage.

Late Tuesday, Ian underwent what meteorologists
call an eyewall replacement cycle, in which the spiral-
ing storm center contracts under intense pressure un-
til it can no longer take the burden and collapses.

In some cases, the still-mysterious phenomenon
can disrupt a storm, allowing dry air to push its way
into the very heart of the cyclone, causing it to weaken
or dissolve entirely.

In Ian’s case, it strengthened it.
The eyewall expanded, extending the reach of the

"ercest winds at its core to a devastating reach of
35 miles. Furious thunderstorms lined up symmetri-
cally like a Slinky, adding more punch.

And the overall size ballooned, enough to "t 2004’s
Hurricane Charley comfortably within its scope. That
allowed Ian to push an unprecedented amount of wa-
ter into Southwest Florida’s frayed coastline.

Mess became monster
when eyewall changed

Hurricane Ian nears the coast of southwest Florida with 155-mph winds on Wednesday. PROVIDED BY NOAA

Single variable spelled doom as
storm intensi"ed o! west coast

Kimberly Miller
Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK
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A group of men stand among the remains of boats
in the Caloosahatchee River on Thursday. The
vessels were pushed ashore as Hurricane Ian passed
through Fort Myers on Wednesday.
ANDRES LEIVA/PALM BEACH POST
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When Ashley Storino wants a new pair of black
boots or book recommendations, she knows what gets
results – and it isn’t Google.

No blue links for this 22-year-old digital marketer.
Rather than wade through pages of search results, she
opens TikTok instead, quickly scans video after video
and checks the comments to make sure she can trust
the content. Only when she knows precisely what
she’s looking for does she turn to Google !rst. 

“Let’s say I want to !nd the best mascara. Before, I
used to look it up on Google and those results would
feature articles and blogs with top 10 lists or top lists.
As someone who has worked in marketing and PR, I
know a lot of these lists are often, if not always, in"u-
enced by outside parties or brands trying to get prod-
ucts in an article,” Storino said.

“Now I turn to TikTok to get honest reviews from
real people. I can look up a brand of mascara or ‘best

mascara’ and there are all of these people who have
done reviews and can speak to the product. It’s much
more relatable and you know who’s telling you the in-
formation. And then you can go into the comments
section and see if the same information is reinforced.”

Is TikTok becoming the new Google?

A growing number of young people are using the
short-form video app better known for dance moves
and viral hijinks the way others use Google, to !nd a
new lunch spot or a !lm to watch, plan a weekend get-
away or update their wardrobe.

They also rely on TikTok for questions that used to
be Google’s bread-and-butter such as health tips or a
skin care regimen.

“Consumers are switching to social media, speci!-
cally TikTok, because it feels more authentic,” said
Jenna Drenten, associate professor of marketing at 

The
‘Google’ 
of Gen Z
Younger people
turning to TikTok
as their preferred
online search tool,
but is platform 
a place to learn?

Bailey Schulz and Jessica Guynn
USA TODAY
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NEARLY

40%
of U.S. Google users ages 18-24 use 

TikTok or Instagram as a search engine,
according to a Google-commissioned study

Seasonal residents and visitors to
Boca Raton will notice a new cluster of
homes coming out of the ground down-
town.

More luxury condominiums are
emerging near Palmetto Park Road just
west of the Intracoastal Waterway, with
buildings fueled by buyer demand for
in-town living.

For buyers who plunked down big
money months or even a year or so ago,
seeing is believing.

Royal Palm Residences, which began
selling units just before the coronavirus
pandemic in early 2020, is up to its sec-
ond "oor of construction after months

of work on an underground garage.
Construction on the nine-story, 48-

unit Royal Palm Residences is slated to
be completed by the end of 2023, Rich-
ardson said.

The project, priced from $3.5 million
to $4.5 million, is 90% sold out, said
Todd Richardson, vice president of
sales and marketing for Group P6, the
project’s developer. Units range from
2,469- to 2,881-square feet.

Richardson said demand has lifted

prices, which began at $1.7 million in
early 2020. 

He expects the rest of the units to sell
during the next few months.

“We believe once season rolls around
and the project is topped o#, the rest of
the units will sell quickly,” Richardson
said. “When you have a building up, you
can see the !nish line.”

Royal Palm Residences is on East 

More downtown residences rising
Royal Palm, Alina both in
prime portion of the city

Alexandra Clough
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK
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Tesla will expand its presence in Sa-
rasota with a massive new location in
the University Town Center area.

The electric vehicle company, cur-
rently under the helm of magnate, in-
vestor and onetime “Saturday Night
Live” host Elon Musk, will open a
55,000-square-foot location in the
southwest corner of Interstate 75 and
University Parkway, according to a lease
recorded with Sarasota County Sept. 13.

The company currently operates a
small showroom inside the Mall at Uni-
versity Town Center, on the lower level
near Saks Fifth Avenue. It also has a ser-
vice center at 5231 McIntosh Road. But
the lease shows the company wants to
bank big on the Sarasota area with a
major expansion.

Benderson Development Co., the de-
veloper of University Town Center, did
not respond to a request for more infor-
mation on Tuesday, and neither did Tes-
la. But Nick Howe, president of the non-
pro!t, Tesla-a$liated membership

group Tesla Owners Florida, said Flori-
da is the second-largest state for the
company, outside of California. 

Tesla Owners Florida has about 1,000
members in Florida, from Key West to
the Panhandle, Howe said. A new
55,000-square-foot location, he said,
sounds like it could be big enough to be a
service center with a possible show-
room component. Showrooms are typi-
cally small enough to !t inside a shop-
ping mall, like the one at UTC, he said. 

Florida is a strong market for electric
vehicles. As of December, 95,640

electric cars were registered in the Sun-
shine State, making Florida second in
the nation only to California’s 563,070.
Texas comes in third, with 80,900 elec-
tric vehicles registered by the end of
2021, according to data from the U.S.
Department of Energy.

In the U.S., electric vehicle registra-
tions increased by 60.4% in the !rst
three months of 2022 compared to the
same period last year, according to a
quarterly analysis of registrations from 

Tesla opening new 55,000-square-foot Sarasota location
Laura Finaldi
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK
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Royal Palm Road, down the street from
Group P6’s prior condominium, 327
Royal Palm.

Nearby, Alina Residences along
Mizner Boulevard is 100% sold out of its
!rst phase with sales totaling more than
$300 million, said Noam Ziv, chief exec-
utive of El-Ad National Properties, part
of New York-based Elad Group.

The !rst phase featuring 120 units,
ranging from condos to penthouses and
villas, was completed in March 2021.

Alina’s second phase, now under
construction, is nearly 50% pre-sold,
Ziv said.

This stage features a 30-unit tower,
with prices starting at $3.5 million and
units ranging from 3,300- to 5,400-
square feet. There’s also a planned 152-
unit tower with prices ranging from
$1.7 million to more than $8 million and
units ranging from 1,400- to 5,400-
square feet.

Construction on Alina’s second
phase began in March and is moving
fast, Ziv said. Completion is set for the
third quarter of 2024.

Both properties re"ect the recent
frenzy for new and luxury homes in
Palm Beach County, a trend super-
charged by the pandemic and the mi-
gration to Florida from crowded urban
cities in the Northeast and elsewhere.

Alina’s !rst phase saw a number of
mostly existing Palm Beach County res-
idents who decided to move to the
downtown condo from single-family
homes in western communities, Ziv
said.

But with the project’s second phase,
Ziv said he’s seeing mostly two types of
buyers.

One group are buyers who purchased
units in the !rst phase and decided to
buy units in the second phase, or else
are encouraging family and friends to
move to Alina, Ziv said. He’s also seeing
buyers coming from outside the market
who are relocating or buying second
homes.

“In phase two, we are seeing a lot
more Northeasterners, mostly from
New York and New Jersey, as well as
[buyers from] Canada, Iowa, Chicago
and a couple from California,” Ziv sid.

At Royal Palm Residences, buyers
also are heavily from the Northeast,
including half a dozen top executives
from various mid-sized companies,

Richardson said.
As home buyers know, choice land is

at a premium, especially in tony cities
such as Boca Raton.

Both Alina and Royal Palm Residenc-
es are in a particularly prime part of the
city’s downtown.

The properties are wedged just south
of East Palmetto Park Road, west of the
Intracoastal Waterway, and north of The
Boca Raton Hotel, formerly the Boca Ra-
ton Resort & Club.

This neighborhood is within walking
distance to the ocean, as well as to

downtown shops and restaurants.
Alina, set on nine acres, includes

condominium units and villas in a re-
sort-style setting, with pools, gardens,
cabanas, outdoor kitchens and !re pits.

Royal Palm Residences features pri-
vate elevators and only two units per
"oor. It also has other resort-like ameni-
ties, including a pool and private gym.

Alexandra Clough is a business writ-
er at the Palm Beach Post, part of the
USA TODAY Florida Network. You can
reach her at aclough@pbpost.com.
Twitter: @acloughpbp. 

Royal Palm
Continued from Page 1D

A rendering shows Alina Residences, a condominium complex in Boca Raton. PROVIDED BY DURÉE & COMPANY INC.

An aerial photo gives an overview of construction on Royal Palm Residences, a
luxury condominium tower being built in Boca Raton. PROVIDED BY GROUP P6

An aerial view depicts construction
taking place on the second phase of
Alina Residences in Boca Raton.
PROVIDED BY DURÉE & COMPANY, INC.

Ethereum, the blockchain network behind the world’s second-largest

crypto token ether, just completed a major software upgrade that could

revolutionize the cryptocurrency universe, some experts say. h The

upgrade, called “the Merge” by crypto enthusiasts, promises to lower

Ethereum’s energy consumption and attract more users. Climate activ-

ists have long criticized digital assets because producing them uses

enormous amounts of electricity and generates large CO2 emissions. h
Crypto-production’s high energy consumption is the result of “proof of

work,” which is the way transactions are veri!ed and more digital as-

sets are produced. By upgrading its software, Ethereum is changing

the process to “proof of stake,” which will lower energy consumption,

attract more users and speed up transactions, experts say.

Ethereum upgrade
consumes less energy 
in crypto transations
Medora Lee USA TODAY

“The Merge might be one of the most
important events in history (for digital assets).
It will make Ethereum more usable and
scalable, and there will be better adoption.”
Jacky Goh
CEO and Founder of Rewards Bunny, a platform that rewards shoppers with cash
back in either cryptocurrency or U.S. dollars

What is proof of work (PoW)? 
To con!rm a transaction on the blockchain,
people must solve complex mathematical
puzzles using robust computing power.
Once the puzzles are solved, the transaction
is added to the blockchain ledger and the
person, or miner, who solved the puzzles
!rst is rewarded with cryptocurrency. This is
also how new cryptocurrencies are
released. 

What is proof of stake (PoS)? 
This method replaces miners with
“validators” who put their cryptocurrency
up as collateral to create new blocks.
Instead of individuals competing to be the
!rst to solve the same mathematical
puzzles to create new blocks, a person is
chosen at random by an algorithm to
validate, or con!rm, a transaction. 

Because your chances of getting chosen as
a validator depends on how much you
pledge, or “stake,” many people pool their
digital coins to raise their chances of being
selected. The rewards are usually then split
along the lines of how much each person
contributed. 

What are the bene!ts of PoS? 
It doesn’t require massive computing power,
because not everyone is trying to solve the
same math puzzle at once, which makes it
more energy-efficient than PoW. 

Also because it doesn’t require so much
computing power, the barriers to entry are
lower. People no longer require expensive
special hardware that can compute complex
equations at the speed of light. 

“The Merge will be a great evolution to the
Ethereum network,” said Alan Goldberg,
analyst at BestBrokers. “Electricity
consumption is expected to plunge by a
whopping 99.95%, which is massive,
especially in context of the current energy
crisis.” 

And that drop in energy consumption may be
key to rendering “Ethereum more palatable to
policymakers and regulators,” wrote Teunis
Brosens, ING head economist of digital
!nance and regulation, in a report. “This, in
turn, removes one stumbling block for
traditional !nancial institutions and other
companies to offer Ethereum-based
services.” 

What are the negatives? 
Policymakers, regulators and !nancial institutions embracing
Ethereum should be a telltale sign PoS is a big negative, some say. 

The World Economic Forum (WEF) “has an article plastered on its
homepage that praises the Merge as a ‘sea change towards
sustainability among crypto-currencies,’ ” said Cory Klippsten,
SwanBitcoin.com chief executive said.

If an entity like the WEF decided to stake a large amount of
cryptocurrency, it could do so without any barriers and exert its
influence over Ethereum, Klippsten said. 

Ethereum has never been truly decentralized, like Bitcoin, he
argues. “Ethereum was started by a group of people like a
company is, and it fundraises like a company, and it’s run like a
company.” 

Ethereum’s upgrade reduces barriers to entry by not requiring special hardware.
GETTY IMAGES


